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“Dogs are not our whole life, but they make our lives whole.” Roger Caras

Pet Products – Do they really work? (Part I)
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By Carmela L. Lutz, CPDT-KA
In a previous newsletter, I wrote
By
about the difference between
management and training. As
a dog trainer, I sometimes
utilize different pet products to
assist my clients with managing
or training their pets. To assist
them with making a more
informed decision, I often let my
clients try out a product first
before purchasing to see if it
will work for their pet.

haven’t experienced much
success with this product
personally or as a trainer.
When Sydney first came to us
as a 5 month-old puppy I tried
using it on the blankets in her
crate. Initially it seemed to
help, but eventually we had
more success putting her
crate in a more isolated
location and adding some
“white noise.”

In this article, I will be reviewing
three different pet products,
Dog Appeasing Pheromone,
ThunderShirt, and ThunderCap.

The
ThunderShirt
was
originally developed to help
one dog cope with its fear of
thunderstorms, hence the
name. Since then it has been
used to help dogs overcome
their fears and anxiety. When
I
asked
one
of
their
representatives how the shirt
worked, they said they weren’t
sure, but it was thought the
snug fit helped make the dog
feel more secure, similar to a
baby being swaddled.
My
experience has been mixed -I’ve had one client that felt it
made a difference with his
dog, but another client didn’t

Dog Appeasing Pheromone
(aka D.A.P.) has been used
with dogs that are under stress
or suffer from anxiety. Most
often used as a spray or in a
diffuser, Comfort Zone is one of
the most widely used brands
and is available at most pet
store retailers.
Although I am aware some
shelters use D.A.P. to help
calm the dogs in the kennels, I

seem to think there was any
discernable change in her dog’s
behavior.
I first became familiar with the
ThunderCap when it was still
being sold by Premier under the
name Calming Cap. This is one
product that has not only
worked for me, but for several
of my clients as well. It is
simple, quick, and easy to use.
The ThunderCap fits over the
dog’s head and reduces the
visual stimulation the dog
experiences. One of my clients
has an adult Rottweiller that
becomes reactive (barks and
lunges) when he sees other
dogs while he is being walked
on a leash. My dog, Sydney,
barks excessively at bicyclists
whenever she rides in the car.
However, both dogs are much
less reactive when they are
wearing the ThunderCap.
Bottom line -- what works for
one dog may not work for
another. Consult a professional
dog trainer to see what
alternatives are available.

Genius Dog Training’s New Training Location
We’re located at Pet Ville Pet Hotel, 1049 E. Mission Road, San Marcos, CA 92069.

Visit our website at
www.GeniusDogTraining.com for more
information or contact Pet Ville Pet
Hotel to sign up; space is limited.
(760) 745-2759

GENIUS DOG TRAINING
P.O. Box 270506
San Diego, CA 92198-2506
Phone: (858) 652-1104
E-mail: info@geniusdogtraining.com

STORE SPECIALS
An additional 5% off our already low prices on ThunderShirts and
ThunderCaps for the month of March, 5% off all leashes for the month
of April, and 5% off all dog toys during the month of May.
We do our best to offer quality pet products at reasonable prices. We
encourage you to compare our prices to other local pet store retailers.
Check us out today at www.GeniusDogTraining.com/store.

SPRING TRAINING SPECIALS
To celebrate our new San Marcos location, anyone signing up for our
Beginner Obedience Training Class in our new location during the
months of March, April, or May will receive a free dog toy (value $12)!

Genius Dog Training is independently owned and operated since 2008.

We’re on the Web!
www.GeniusDogTraining.com

Wylie’s Corner
I have many duties to fulfill as
the Canine Executive Officer
(CEO) of Genius Dog Training.
One of these duties includes
trying out some of the pet
products we offer on our online
store.
It’s a ruff job, but
someone has to taste test the
new dog treats and make sure
the squeaky toys really do
squeak.

In our next newsletter we’re
going to talk about other
training equipment you can
use for walking your dog. If
you have a strong puller in
the family, this is something
you’ll probably find very
useful.
Until next time…

But I enlisted the help of my
friend Thor to try out the
ThunderCap. He doesn’t like
strange dogs and people very
much. The ThunderCap “takes
the edge off” and reduces his
reactive behavior.
Thor says it’s lightweight and
comfortable to wear.

“The opinions, beliefs and viewpoints
expressed in this article are my own and
do not necessarily reflect that of Genius
Dog Training.” – Wylie, CEO

